304=              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
When young lambs are castrated, the testicles break off with the slightest pull and seldom require cutting, while older animals must have the cord scraped with the back of the knife-blade. This leaves a roughened cut surface which does not bleed as much as if cut with the sharp edge of the blade. The blood-vessels supplying the testicles in the young lamb are small and stop bleeding readily. In the older animal the vessels are frequently large and there is more danger of continued bleeding if this precaution is not taken.
Care of the lambs after castration
The castrated lambs should be placed in clean quarters or turned into pasture if the day is bright and warm. Too much emphasis cannot be placed on the necessity of avoiding damp or cold weather for this operation. The animals should be watched closely for a few days and, if the flies are numerous, the end of the bag should be dipped in pine-tar. A maggot-infested bag must be cleaned and the worms removed with forceps. Chloroform poured into the wound will kill the maggots, after which they must be picked out by hand.
BLOAT
Bloating in sheep is essentially the same condition as that of cattle. Sheep have the same kind of digestive apparatus as cows, namely, four stomachs, the first or paunch acting as a storage reservoir for food. It is here that bloating takes place. Sheep bloat because of the retention of large quantities of gas in the paunch or rumen. There is always a certain amount of gas forming in the rumen, but if this organ becomes overloaded with fermenting material the gas cannot be passed off as rapidly as it forms and bloating follows.
Cause
Bloat is caused by the too-rapid consumption of easily fermented feeds. Any kind of damp or wet forage may